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How to Use This Learning Session

This expanded edition is designed as a substantial learning resource rather than a short overview. It
combines design principles, Canva workflow, practical exercises, quality control, product creation and
income application.

Recommended learning rhythm
* Read the concept before opening Canva.

e Complete the exercise rather than only reading.

e Save exercises as separate projects.

« Use the self-check before moving forward.

* Apply the Design2Iincome application to connect skill with business use.
» Keep your strongest projects for the final portfolio.

Canva interface note: Canva changes interface labels and feature availability over time. This guide
emphasizes transferable design principles; exact button locations may differ in your Canva
version.

Learning path

* Foundation - design thinking, setup and tools

e Design craft — layout, typography, color and imagery
 Production - social, branding and business materials
e Product creation — templates and digital products

« Professional delivery — export and prepress

« Business - portfolio, services and products

* Implementation - 30-day Canva-to-Income plan
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CHAPTER 1

Design Thinking Before Canva

Chapter outcome: Define audience, objective, message, hierarchy and action before designing.

1.1 Define the Design Problem
Objective: Translate a vague request into a specific communication objective.

Professional design starts before the canvas. Identify who the design is for, what they must understand,
what action they should take and where the design will appear. Define audience, objective, message,
hierarchy and action before designing.

Do this in Canva:
1. Write the audience in one sentence.

2. Write one primary message.

3. Write the desired action.

4. Choose the destination format.

5. Write a one-sentence design objective.

Self-check:
e The audience is specific.

e There is one dominant message.
e The CTA matches the objective.

Design2Iincome application: Use this process for every Design2income product, template and
promotional asset.

1.2 Build a Creative Brief

Objective: Create a short brief that removes guesswork.

A useful brief records audience, objective, message, tone, format, required content and success measure.
It protects the designer from decorating without solving the actual communication problem. Define
audience, objective, message, hierarchy and action before designing.

Do this in Canva:
1. Create a one-page brief.

2. Separate required from optional content.

3. Choose three tone words.

4. Define one success measure.

5. Keep the brief beside the design while working.

Self-check:
* Required content is documented.

e The tone is specific.

¢ Success can be observed.
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